Tuesday 14 February 2017
Ph: 1300 736 692

Congregations
• Trinity North Uniting Church has merged from three worshipping
communities to two. The first service of the new Carine/Duncraig
Worshipping Community was held on 1 January 2017. Attendees
gathered at both the Wandoo Rd and St Stephen’s Worshipping
Centres for a short service, before those at Wandoo Rd progressed to
St Stephen’s to end the service. Rev Steve Francis, Moderator of the
Uniting Church WA, preached at the service.
•

Merebani means kindness, and that is what this musical concert is
about. This is a joint initiative of South Perth and Nedlands Uniting
Churches, with the additional support of Mt Pleasant Uniting Church.
It is being held at South Perth Uniting Church, 2 Sandgate St, South
Perth on Saturday 18 February, 5.00 to 7.00pm. All proceeds go
to the Nedlands Refugee Group to provide practical assistance to
asylum seekers in our local community. $15 per ticket. Book online
via the TryBooking website using either of these links: https://www.
trybooking.com/OHBP or https://www.trybooking.com/250837. For
more information, or if the online tickets are sold out, call Judy Siddins
on 0419 787 862 or John Broadbent on 0402 926 781.

•

Uniting Church in the City, Ross Memorial West Perth, holds a
French Conversation Group each 2nd and 4th Monday of the month.
The group meet in the meeting room adjacent to the church from
5.30 to 6.45pm, and is led by Dr Philip Winn. They discuss items of
interest, listen to and speak about French songs, as well as covering
international, local and personal items of interest. Participants are
expected to be able to hold a conversation in French, but need not
necessarily be fluent. There is a small cost. For more info call 6103 4222.

•

•

•

•

Drinks at the Well is a safe space to ask the deeper questions in life.
The group meets monthly in a cafe or bar in Margaret River, and share
what has been working for them in their spiritual journeys. They hope to
create a small community where there is no right or wrong answers, only
good questions. The next meeting will be held on 7 March. For more info
email deepwaterdwelling@gmail.com.
A celebration of 60 years since the ordination of Rev John Phillipson
will be held during Sunday worship on 26 February 9.15am, at Willetton
Uniting Church, followed by morning tea. An invitation is extended to
all who wish to join with John and his family for this celebration. RSVP to
lkstokes@iinet.net.au by 22 February for catering purposes.
Under the auspices of the Margaret River Uniting Church, in
conjunction with Swan Institute Australia (SIA), the Margaret River
English Language Institute (MRELI) will commence on 20 March 2017.
MRELI is a language institute for the purposes of learning English as a
second language. It is an accredited training program with a qualified
teacher. It is open to any person who does not have English as their
first language, regardless of gender, ethnic background, age, race or
disability. Email mreli@bigpond.com to receive further enrollment
information and go to the MRELI Facebook page to keep informed.
On Wednesday 15 March from 4.00 to 5.00pm, an Amnesty Letter
Writing group will meet at Wembley Downs Uniting Church. The
group will continue to meet on the third Wednesday of the month.
New members most welcome. For more info email Cynthia at cyntax@
globaldial.com.

Presbytery of Western Australia
•

A newsletter highlighting inspiring stories from congregations and
faith communities within the Presbytery of Western Australia will be

distributed on Tuesday 14 March. This is an opportunity to share your
‘good news’ stories of life within your community. To share your story,
please contact Media and Communications on 9260 9800 or email
revive@wa.uca.org.au by the deadline of Friday 24 February.
•

The Uniting Church Mission Fellowship WA meets on the third
Wednesday of each month, 10.00am in the Guild Room at Uniting
Church in the City, Wesley Perth. On Wednesday 15 February, the
speaker will be Rev Daniel Viljoen, mission development leader at
UnitingCare West.

•

Rev Sealin Garlett celebrated his retirement to a packed room on
Sunday afternoon 18 December, at Len Packham Hall in Coolbellup.
Sealin officially retired on 31 December 2016. Visit https://
revivemagazine.org.au/2016/12/21/a-celebration-of-ministryleadership-and-unconditional-love/ to read more and view photos from
the event.

•

Summer Spirit will be held on Saturday 25 February at All Saints Floreat
Uniting Church. The theme this year is ‘New Ways of Being Church,’
with keynote speakers Rev Dr John Squires and Rev Elizabeth Raine.
There will also be a range of afternoon workshops, opening up a range
of possibilities for further training for you and your congregation
over the coming year. Cost is $90. Encourage a group to come from
your congregation; enrol 5 people and get the 6th free. Registration
forms have been sent out to congregations. For more info visit https://
revivemagazine.org.au/2017/01/03/inspiration-to-connect/.

•

You are invited to The Perth Theological Hall Commencement Service,
including the Induction of Rev Dr John Squires as Director of Education
and Formation for the Uniting Church WA. It will be held on Friday 24
February, 7.00pm, at Uniting Church in the City, Wesley Perth.

•

The WA Uniting Church Adult Fellowship will be holding a planning day
facilitated by Cindy Gorton, Safe Church/Royal Commission Officer at the
Uniting Church WA. It will be held on Friday 17 March, 9.30am to 2.00pm
with the theme: ‘Planning, Networking and Safe Church for Groups.’ All
are welcome, RSVP to Aladina Foster at rayaladina@dodo.com.au or call
0428 821 657.

•

Rev Ivan Clark will be inducted at Noranda Uniting Church on Sunday
19 February at 2.00pm. All are welcome.

•

A Mission Shaped Ministry course can equip you for a lifetime of good
practice and learning in planting and sustaining fresh expressions of
church. Courses will be held from Friday 3 to Sunday 5 March, Saturday
27 May, Saturday 19 August and Friday 20 to Sunday 22 October. They
will be held at the Uniting Church Campsite in Busselton. For more info
email Rev Greg Ross at revgregross@icloud.com.

•

Vocational Education Training (VET) Courses for lay leaders are at an
accessible education level, a reasonable cost and aim to develop skills
and competencies. Nedlands Uniting Church has formed a partnership
with the Adelaide College of Divinity to offer VET courses. Email stephen.
larkin@nedlandsuniting.com for more info. Rev Alistair Melville is
offering VET courses for rural congregations. Email alistair.melville@
wa.uca.org.au for more info.
A group of Uniting Church ministers are also offering VET courses based on
the 3DM program. For more info email mark.illingworth@wa.uca.org.au.

Synod of Western Australia
•

The Social Justice Commission of the Uniting Church WA have prepared
Election Resources for the upcoming Western Australian State Election.
The material is non-party political, and seeks to get to the heart of issues

facing Western Australia. Visit https://election2017ucawa.wordpress.
com/ to download the resources.
•

On Tuesday 24 January 2017 all congregation contact profiles were
imported into the new Wild Apricot database. Each congregation
contact email address should have received an automatic email from the
database with login information. If you have received this email, please
log in to the database contact portal and check and/or update your
congregation’s information. If you are a congregation contact and you
have not received an email please contact database@wa.uca.org.au with
your congregation’s current contact email address and the Media and
Communications team will update the information and send an email.

•

The Uniting Church WA is saddened to hear that Rev Jessie AllenWilliams passed away last week in Augusta. Please keep her family and
friends in your thoughts and prayers during this time.

•

The Synod of Western Australia is a member of Renew WA – a
coalition of churches, unions, community groups, aid organisations,
environmental groups, youth organisations and social service providers
who support strengthened government action to address the causes and
effects of climate change. The coalition wants WA to become a renewable
energy superpower and says the government must commit to rapidly
transitioning the state to renewables. Visit http://unitingchurchwa.org.
au/services/taking-a-stand/social-justice/environment/ for more info.

•

The Uniting Church WA is saddened to hear of the passing of Rev Barry
Angus. Please keep his family and friends in your prayers during this time.

•

A  group of religious leaders from the Uniting Church WA, Catholic
priests, the Anglican Social Responsibilities Commission and Churches of
Christ in WA joined Indigenous leaders to oppose the construction of the

controversial Roe 8 highway through the Beeliar Wetlands. Visit https://
revivemagazine.org.au/2017/02/07/church-leaders-oppose-roe-8/ to
read more.
•

•

A diverse group of 40 signatories representing Western Australian
health professionals, religious leaders, farmers, renewable industry
experts, environmentalists and unions have launched a joint statement
calling on all parties leading into the WA elections to provide decisive
action against climate change. The Uniting Church WA is among them,
with the acting Moderator, Rev Ken Williams, launching the campaign.
Visit https://revivemagazine.org.au/2017/02/01/joining-forces-forclimate-action/ to read more.
The Uniting Church WA congratulates Keith Stockins from Mandurah
Uniting Church for his nomination for the Active Citizen award from the
City of Mandurah. Keith received a certificate on Australia Day. Mandurah
Uniting Church congratulate Keith for all the work he has done within the
congregation, Uniting Outreach Mandurah and FinUCAre.

of an organisational restructure. Assembly staff in Uniting Faith and
Discipleship, Finance and Administration and Communications will be
reorganised into two new units – the Assembly Resourcing Unit and
Assembly Support Services. It is anticipated that these changes will lead
to an overall loss of 1.5 positions in these areas. Visit https://assembly.uca.
org.au/news/item/2555-assembly-new-ways-of-working to read more.
•

The Uniting Church in Australia is preparing to farewell its lead national
justice advocate Rev Elenie Poulos. After 15 years as National Director of
UnitingJustice Australia, Elenie has accepted a scholarship to complete
her PhD at Macquarie University. From climate change to nuclear
disarmament, justice for Indigenous Australians, principles of economic
justice, discrimination on grounds of race, religion or sexuality – Elenie
has written the Uniting church’s policies and submissions and been the
face and voice of the Church’s public advocacy. Visit https://assembly.uca.
org.au/news/item/2556-my-peace-i-leave-with-you to read more.

•

About FACE (Faith and Cultural Exchange) is a faith and cultural
exchange program celebrating the covenantal relationship between
the Uniting Church in Australia and the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander
Christian Congress (UAICC). The next program will take place from
Saturday 24 June to Saturday 8 July and involves time spent in a UAICC
community. Visit http://aboutface.org.au/ for more info.

•

In 2017, Frontier Services celebrates 105 years of service to the
people of remote Australia. In this 40th anniversary year of the Union
of the Uniting Church Frontier Services invite congregations to join in
communion with our outback brothers and sisters who live with physical
isolation, poor or non-existing services, and whose working lives are
affected by drought, flood, fire and distance. A downloadable order
of service, With the People, is available at https://frontierservices.org/
blog/2017-order-of-service-with-the-people.

From the National Church
•

•

Stuart McMillan, President of the Uniting Church in Australia, and
Rev Dennis Corowa, National Chairperson of the Uniting Aboriginal
and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) have signed an open letter to
the Prime Minister expressing their concern about proposed cuts to
Community Legal Centres (CLC) who provide free legal assistance to
vulnerable and disadvantaged people across Australia. Visit https://
assembly.uca.org.au/news/item/2542-uniting-church-plea-for-legalassistance-funding to read more.
The Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia will implement a
collaborative, project-based way of working in 2017. To facilitate this
transition Assembly General Secretary Colleen Geyer has notified staff

•

UnitingWorld’s Lent Event will this year be held from 1 March to 15 April.
Resources include daily reflections emailed directly to you, six inspiring
videos about the communities Lent Event supports, stickers to encourage
giving, instructions for how to host a South Sudanese Feast or a Water
Walk, and a new website. For more info call Fiona on (02) 8267 4262 or
visit www.lentevent.com.

•

Queensland Uniting Church minister and children’s author Paul Clark
has released another two exciting picture books that make great
resources for Ministry. Beautiful Australia tells the story of three Aussie
animals looking for the perfect land down under; a great way to explore
perfection. The Unhappy Star tells the story of the Christmas star as she
finds her purpose. For more information visit http://carparkparables.org/
product-category/others/

UnitingCare and Congregational Community Services
•

•

Chairperson of the UnitingCare West Board, Peter Fitzpatrick, and the
General Secretary of the Uniting Church WA, Rev David de Kock, take
great pleasure in announcing the appointment of Amanda Hunt as
the next Chief Executive Officer of UnitingCare West (UCW). Amanda
Hunt comes to UnitingCare West from the position of State Manager,
Mission Australia – WA and SA. Amanda will bring energy, enthusiasm
and strong leadership and management to the position. Visit https://
revivemagazine.org.au/2016/12/21/unitingcare-west-announces-nextceo/ to read more.
Creative Ministries Network, a UnitingCare agency in Victoria, has
released a Lenten studies resource available for purchase. The five
studies integrate reflection on the lectionary’s Sunday Gospel readings
with the experience of work; including paid work, work in the home, and
voluntary work. Cost is $24. For more info, and to purchase, email John
at johnbottomley@netspace.net.au.

•

All UnitingCare West volunteers are invited to join with UnitingCare
West at the Uniting Church in the City on Saturday 18 February from
1.30pm to 4.00pm to acknowledge the difference they are making
through volunteering - helping people in need. It will be the perfect
occasion to meet some of the UnitingCare West staff and other
volunteers. There will be music, fun activities and some delicious food to
enjoy together.

•

The Uniting Church WA congratulates Vaughan Harding, who was
awarded the Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia, this Australia
Day. Vaughan was awarded the medal for his service to aged care
organisations. He has served as the CEO of Juniper since 1992 and is also
a past national committee member of UnitingCare Australia and a past
chair of the Aged Care Network.

•

UnitingCare West CEO, Sue Ash, will be farewelled in the middle of
March. UnitingCare West will be putting together a book of greetings
for Sue as part of their farewell activities. Members of Uniting Church
congregations are invited to contribute to this book by sending
greetings to Sue either by email to Sue Thomas sue.thomas@
unitingcarewest.org.au or by mail addressed to Sue Thomas, Executive
Assistant to the CEO, UnitingCare West 16 Sunbury Rd, Victoria Park. All
contributions will need to be received no later than 15 March. The next
CEO of UnitingCare West, Amanda Hunt, takes over as CEO on 5 April.

•

UnitingCare West would like to acknowledge their relationship with
the Uniting Church schools in Western Australia. For many years the
Uniting Church schools have been great supporters of the organisation’s
mission by collecting and gifting a great diversity of donations. These
contributions to UnitingCare West’s services include clothing and shoes,
non-perishable food as well as freshly baked goods, care and hygiene
packs, items to support struggling families, volunteer hours and financial

donations. Much gratitude to the difference WA’s young minds and
hearts are making by supporting the Uniting Church agencies through
community service and fundraising.
•

•

Claerwen Little says her key focus as the new national director of
UnitingCare Australia will be to ensure that the agency is a strong and
respected voice in Canberra and across the nation achieving change
for those who are most vulnerable. Having recently commenced in the
role, Claerwen says she is excited by what the UnitingCare network
can achieve together. Visit https://revivemagazine.org.au/2017/02/08/
unitingcare-aims-for-strong-voice-on-social-justice/ to read more.
The Warehouse Gallery, nestled in the heart of the Shenton Park
community, is proud to launch their summer exhibition called New
Lease on Life. The programs and exhibitions at The Warehouse Gallery
aim to encourage the participants’ arts practice, develop new skills by
exhibiting work in a safe space, and to provide a sense of belonging.

discussion on Aboriginal ministry in schools and agencies. It will be
held on Saturday 18 February at the Wollaston Conference Centre. Rev
Sealin Garlett will be preaching during the closing service. For more info
contact Radhika Roy at rroy@perth.anglican.org or call 9286 0276 or visit
https://www.perth.anglican.org/events to register.
•

Jesus 12 24 is a 24-hour online conference run by Uniting Church
chaplains at Macquarie University in Sydney. It will begin on Saturday
18 February, 9.00am (AEDT), featuring 12 different speakers offering
unique and passionate takes on Jesus. Speakers will be taking part from
Australia, Fiji, Taiwan, the UK and the US. Visit https://www.jesus1224.
com/ for more info.

•

TEAR’s Seeds of Hope breakfast will be held on Saturday 18 February,
8.00 to 10.00am at Mt Pleasant Uniting Church. Come and explore
questions over breakfast such as: how does Jesus bring good news to
the poor? How can we model this way? How does TEAR relate alongside
this standard? How can we learn to live this good news locally and
globally. Cost is $10, $5 for children. RSVP to wa@tear.org.au. Visit http://
www.tear.org.au/news/seeds-of-hope for more info.

•

A World Day of Prayer service will be held in approximately 100 venues
around WA on Friday 3 March. This year’s service has been prepared by
the women of the Philippines. The theme for 2017 is ‘Am I being unfair
to you?’ You are invited to join a service near you, local venues are
advertised on the website. Visit http://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.
org/ for more info.

•

Fusion in Perth is excited to launch Homebase, a supported accomodation
service specifically designed to support Christian young people moving to
Perth for studies. The two brand new properties are located just 2km from
Curtin University and are on the Circle Bus Route. For more info call Rose on
0412 107 716 or visit https://perth.fusion.org.au/.

Ecumenical and International
•

•

Applications are now open for the Nonviolent Interfaith Leadership
Program, which will be held in Melbourne from 2 to 7 April 2017.
This program involves a 5-day residential retreat for 20 people to
explore nonviolent leadership and how to sustain change, go deeper
and to bring people together. It specialises in integrating the inner
contemplative life and the outer life of activism and advocacy in a
deeply inspiring co-learning multi-faith environment. Visit http://www.
nonviolentinterfaithleadership.org/applications/ for more info and to
find out how to apply.
Whadjuk Bibbulman Katijininy will be an event to discuss issues
affecting Aboriginal ministry, including yarning time, church in the
park, funeral ministry, Nyungar cosmology and spirituality, and a panel

•

•

•

The first Sunday of Lent, 5 March 2017, has been named as a day
of prayer and fasting for refugees and asylum seekers. The National
Council of Churches Australia has put together resources to assist with
reflection, prayer, reading and study. These documents represent a
collection of some of the wonderful resources that have been gathered
from our churches. Visit http://www.ncca.org.au/ncca-newsletter/
february-2017/item/983-day-of-prayer-and-fasting-for-refugees-5march-2017 to download the resources.
The 2017 Women’s Weekend Away will be held from Friday 26 to
Sunday 28 May at the Swan Valley AC Campsite, formally known as
Swanleigh. The theme for the weekend will be The Burning Bush. The
weekend will be led by Rev Prue Littleton. For more info contact Fiona
Paice on 0407 771 416 or email southperthwwa@gmail.com.
Wollaston Theological College is pleased to advise that a new course in
Theology is now available. Called the Archbishop of Perth’s Certificate in
Theology, the Certificate is an introductory academic course that allows
students to explore foundational areas of Christian faith such as Biblical
Studies, Doctrine and Church History, as well as offering a range of
electives including Ethics and Liturgy. It is taught by academics who are
teaching, or have taught, at universities around the world. Students who
successfully complete all requirements are awarded The Archbishop of
Perth’s Certificate in Theology. For more info contact Dr Anne Harris at
aharris@perth.anglican.org.

Jobs: Paid and Volunteer
The Placements Commission and Pastoral Relations Committee webpage
is available to view all vacant placements, by-laws, ministry changes and
pastoral and placement updates. Visit http://unitingchurchwa.org.au/
administration/pastoral-relations-and-placements-commission/

Trinity Residential College Council
Trinity Residential College, a Uniting Church WA college at the University
of Western Australia, seeks expressions of interest for the role of member
of the College Council. Finance and/or accounting skills are particularly,
but not only, sought. Uniting Church membership is preferred. For
further information, contact the Chair of the Council, Margaret Thomas,
on 0407 445 754.
Minister of the Word
Pilgrim Uniting Church, Adelaide, are seeking expressions of interest for
a full-time Minister of the Word to join a diverse ministry team including
a full-time Deacon and lay leaders. In a central city location, strategic
emphasis for this position include: creative worship; pastoral care and
faith development; public liturgical celebrations; relationships with the
Chinese (SA) Christian Congregations; and Pilgrim’s three-year vision and
mission priorities. Applications close 14 March. For more info contact
Rev Diane Bury on (08) 8236 4254 or email dbury@sa.uca.org.au. For
more info on the congregation visit http://www.pilgrim.org.au/.

Ministry Resourcing Centre
The Ministry Resourcing Centre is located in the Uniting Church Centre,
85–89 Edward Street, Perth and is open Monday to Friday 8.30am–5.00pm.
Contact Margaret Johnston on 9260 9800 or email resource@wa.uca.org.au.
Creed: What Christians believe and why, exploring the Apostles’ Creed, by
Adam Hamilton. “In the end, belief is a decision of the will... For Christians;
the beliefs expressed in the Apostles’ Creed are foundational. In this book
we’ll consider those beliefs and begin a conversation about what Christians
believe, why they believe it, and why it matters.” – from the introduction.
$40.00

How God Became King: The forgotten story of the Gospels, by NT Wright.
Why did Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell their story or stories in the
ways they did? What story or stories do these writers think they are telling?
The story that the four evangelists tell is the story of “how God became
king… Can we learn to read the gospels better, more in tune with what
their original writers intended? Can we grow closer in mission and life, in
faith and hope, and even in love? Is that what it would look like if we really
believed that the living God was king on earth as in heaven?” $24.99
Responding to God’s Call: Christian formation today, by Jeremy Worthen.
This book explores formation as the ways in which Christians are shaped
for vocation, and the ways in which we hear and respond to God’s call. A
resource for all with responsibility for nurturing discipleship and vocation
– whether it is our shared call to grow into the fullness of our baptismal
calling, or a distinctive vocation to ordained or lay ministry, or religious life.
$40.95
Subtle Bricks Theatre Company: Short sketches for the church year, Volume
2, Load bearing walls, compiled by J S Hudson. Sketches are just that, not
the full painting; just enough information for the audience to understand
who the character are and what’s going on. In this book of sketches to make
people think and to make people laugh it tackles “The Church”, “Well, if it’s
in the Bible….”, “I Don’t Understand”, “What About Us?”, and “The Seasons”.
$29.95
Messy Easter: 3 complete sessions and a treasure trove of ideas for Lent, Holy
Week and Easter by Jane Leadbetter. An activity based learning resource
to help families engage with the real story of Easter. A monthly Messy
Church or a community Easter celebration or a special service for your
congregation. $15.45
All prices plus postage and packing.

Prayer Calendar
For the week commencing Sunday 19 February: Port Hedland
congregation. Please also pray for the Evangelical Christian Church in the
Land of Papua.
For the week commencing Sunday 26 February: Remote area ministry based
in Meekatharra. Please also pray for the Uniting Church Mission Fellowship.
For the week commencing Sunday 5 March: Applecross St Stephens, Beth
Shalom Tongan, Bicton, Maaman ‘O’ Miya, Mandurah and South Mandurah
congregations. Please also pray for the International Ministry Exchange.
For the week commencing Sunday 12 March: Korean, Kardinya, Melville and
Mount Pleasant congregations. Please also pray for UnitingCare Australia
and the Assembly Education for Ministry Working Group.

Calendar of Events

For more information on these events visit www.unitingchurchwa.org.au
Day/Date

Time

Details

Saturday 18 February

1.30–
4.00pm

UnitingCare West Volunteer Thank You at Uniting
Church in the City Wesley Perth.

Saturday 18 February

5.00–
7.00pm

Merebani Concert at South Perth Uniting Church.

Sunday 19 February

2.00pm

Induction of Rev Ivan Clark
at Noranda Uniting Church.

Monday 20 February

World Day of Social Justice.

Tuesday 21–Wednesday 22
February

Perth Theological Hall Commencement Retreat.

Friday 24 February

7.00pm

Perth Theological Hall Commencment Service and
Induction of Rev Dr John Squires
at Uniting Church in the City, Wesley Perth.

Saturday 25 February

Summer Spirit at All Saints Floreat Uniting Church.

Saturday 25 February

National Day of Prayer.

Sunday 26 February

9.15am

60th anniversary celebration of the ordination of
Rev John Phillipson at Willetton Uniting Church.

Wednesday 1 March

UnitingWorld’s Lent Event begins.

Friday 3 March

World Day of Prayer.

Friday 3 March

Revive April edition contribution deadline.

Friday 3–Sunday 5 March

Mission Shaped Ministry Course at the Uniting
Church Campsite in Busselton.

Sunday 5, 12, 19
&26 March

7.30–
9.00pm

Tuesday 14 March
Wednesday 15 March

Light and Shade in Matthew with Bill Loader at
Wembly Downs Uniting Church.
Presbytery Standing Committee.

10.00am

Uniting Church Mission Fellowship WA meeting
with Rev David de Kock in the Guild Room at
Uniting Church in the City, Wesley Perth.

If you are planning an event you think would be of interest to other people in the Uniting Church
community, let us know so we can put it in our calendar. We would also encourage you to contact us during
your planning so you can check what other people are doing to avoid diary conflicts.

