
Commissioning of Board Members
1. Welcome
2. Introduction
3. Sentences
There are diverse gifts;
but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God:
but it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through people in different ways:
but it is the same God
whose purpose is achieved through them all.
Each one of us is given a gift by the Spirit:
and there is no gift without its corresponding service.
There is one ministry of Christ:
and in this ministry we all share.
Together we are the body of Christ:
and individually members of it.
Based on 1 Corinthians 12:4ff and Basis of Union, paragraph 13.
or
God’s various gifts are handed out everywhere;
but they all originate in God’s Spirit.
God’s various ministries are carried out everywhere;
but they all originate in God’s Spirit.
God’s various expressions of power are in action everywhere;
but God is behind it all.
Each person is given something to do that shows who God is:
Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits.
All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people!
The variety is wonderful:
All these gifts have a common origin, but are handed out one by one by
the one Spirit of God.
God decides who gets what, and when.
A modern interpretation of 1 Corinthians 12:4ff from The Message Bible.
4. Bible Readings
The Scripture readings used may be the lectionary readings for the day 
or a selection from the following:
Exodus 18:13-25
Numbers 11:16,17,24,25
Luke 5:1-11
Luke 12:32-40
John 15:1-11
John 21:15-19
Romans 12:1-13
Ephesians 4:1-7,11-16
1 Peter 5:1-4
5. Proclamation of the Word
6. Affirmation of Faith 
7. Presentation

The moderator addresses the people:
The Uniting Church provides for the exercise
by men and women of the gifts God grants
for the building up of the community.
Having sought the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
we are now to commission as board members
those who will use their gifts as they serve the Church and the community.

A representative of the community presents the candidate and says:
On behalf of the people of this community,
I present the following persons to be commissioned as board members:

The representative reads the names of the candidates.

The candidates stand together facing the congregation

and the Moderator addresses them:
8. The Questions

The Moderator asks the board member candidates:
In your roles as a member of the board, will you commit yourself to serve alongside your fellow members to the best of your ability?
Will you uphold the values of the Uniting Church
and share in the love and purposes of God
as we work together
for a compassionate and just community
in which all people belong
and are able to reach their full potential?
We will.

The community stand.
Will you, the members of this community,
accept N and N as members of the board?
Will you encourage them in love,
support them in their ministry,
and serve with them the one Lord Jesus Christ?
We will.

or
Will you, the members of this community,
encourage all these who stand before us,
support them in their various roles
and play your part in serving the communities in which you live?
We will.

The community remains standing.
9. Act of Commissioning
Almighty God,
we thank you that in every age you have chosen leaders
to serve and care for your people.
We thank you that you have called N and N
to serve you.
May those you have chosen
have the same mind which was in Christ Jesus
and be faithful disciples,
giving examples to Christ’s flock
and witnessing to the truth of the gospel;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

or
God of grace,
empower all who have accepted responsibility in our community.
We commission them to lead with integrity, grace and purpose.
We thank you that in every age you have chosen leaders
to educate, serve and care for all people.
We thank you for these who have committed to serve you in various ways.
May they honour the values of Jesus Christ
and demonstrate this through the decisions and actions of this community.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The community is seated.
10. Declaration
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
I declare you to be members of the board
in the … (community)
of the Uniting Church in Australia.
11. Word of Mission
12. Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you
the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious unto you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

or
Keep a cool head.
Keep a firm grip on the faith;
for this generous God, 
who has great plans for us in Christ,
will put your hands and feet for good.
Based on 1 Peter 5:10 from The Message Bible.

