GUIDELINES FOR A SERVICE FOR THE BLESSING OF PETS
Introduction

Pets play a significant role in many people’s lives, and research shows just how important they are in helping people deal with loneliness, or recovering from illness. Dogs for example can be wonderful companions that always welcome you when you come home. Why not honour the role that pets play in our lives, and move away from a completely human centred view of the world. Holding a service for the blessing of pets can also be a way of connecting with people who do not normally attend church. This can be helped if the service is held in a neutral place like a park where pet owners normally congregate.
Background to this liturgy

This liturgy for the blessing of pets was designed to be animal friendly, after experimenting with a number of different versions.

Our first attempts involved gathering people in one place and following a fairly classical pattern of hymns prayers and readings. In this service we thought it would work better for the animals if, instead of staying in one place we went on a walk, incorporating a walk into the service where we stopped at various points to read, reflect and pray. It came out of an ecumenical context, and was conducted jointly by an Anglican and Uniting Church Ministers in an off leash park. It would be helpful to explore ways of conducting such a service with other churches in your area.

We sought to include a reading from the Bible, as well as reflections on the biblical narrative, reflecting on the place of animals within the order of creation

There is an opportunity for pet owners to express their gratitude and thanks for their pet, and to do so in an informal and voluntary way.

This service is normally conducted on the Sunday closest to St Francis Day, usually the first Sunday in October. St Francis had a strong affinity to the birds and animals, and we try to incorporate some aspect of St Francis’ life and ministry. (give example of St Francis’ life…and connection with animals)
We always include a blessing prayer where at the end of the walk we gather in a circle and go around each pet, stroke them and pray for them and  for those who care and protect them. We observed that this blessing of the pets was a very significant part of the service for the pet’s owner.
We always have a collection for the RSPCA to honour their work of rescue and care for animals.

There are a number of songs that could be used in such a service. When we have used hymns/songs, we have tried to engage a musician who is able to walk with us, like a wind or brass instrument. (We used a Saxophonist, who did a marvelous job.)

Principles
· consider what might be pet friendly – whether to hold this service inside a  building or outside in a park…

· consider whether music is appropriate as you plan this service, taking account of who might attend. What would be most hospitable for those coming to this service.

· If you choose music/songs, you might consider whether you provide musical backing and what instruments might be able to ‘move’ with the community.

· If you intend to have refreshments after the service, remember the animals and what ‘treats’ and water bowls might be needed. 

· Consider the nature of the venue – whether there might be an off leash park, where animals lovers tend to congregate naturally.

Hymns/Songs that might be used.



Make me a channel of your peace.


All creatures of our God and King

