Resources suitable for worship and prayer with, or in support of, the First Peoples of this land
1. Resources prepared by the UCA National Assembly Working Group on Worship

These resources may be freely reproduced and used, but not altered,

and should be appropriately acknowledged

Prayer of Confession (to be said in unison)
Merciful God, we, the Second Peoples of this land, acknowledge with sorrow the injustice and abuse that has so often marked the treatment of the First Peoples of this land.

We acknowledge with sorrow the way in which their land was taken from them and their language, culture and spirituality despised and suppressed.

We acknowledge with sorrow the way in which the Christian church was so often not only complicit in this process but actively involved in it.

We acknowledge with sorrow that in our own time the injustice and abuse has continued.


we have been indifferent when we should have been outraged,


we have been apathetic when we should have been active,


we have been silent when we should have spoken out.

Gracious God, forgive us for our failures, past and present.

By your Spirit transform our minds and hearts so that we may 

boldly speak your truth and courageously do your will.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith 1 (to be said in unison) 

We declare our faith in God as Creator of the universe, the world in which we live, and all living things on the face of the earth. 

We believe that creation bears witness to the power and the presence of the Triune God and calls us as God’s people to praise, thanksgiving and responsible stewardship of the earth. 

We celebrate the richness and diversity of culture and language in our world knowing that under God we are united in our common humanity. 

We declare our faith in God as Spirit, breath of life, always at work to bring people alive to  God. 

We believe that this same Spirit has been present and active in every race and culture, preparing hearts and minds to hear and receive the good news of God’s love and grace revealed uniquely in Jesus Christ. 

We celebrate the fact that from the beginning the Spirit was present and active in revealing God through the law, custom and ceremony of the First People’s of this ancient land. 

We declare our faith in Jesus, Saviour and Lord whom God gave in love for the world; who reconciled the world to God; and who through the gift of the Spirit brought the church into being and prayed for its unity.

We believe that in Christ we are brothers and sisters together in the one great family of God, called to live in faith, hope and love for the sake of the Kingdom of God here on earth and in witness to God’s final reconciliation of all things

We celebrate the opportunity to learn, grow and serve together as a pilgrim people in the name of Christ.
Affirmation of Faith 2  (to be said in unison)

(Especially suitable for use with those for whom English is not a first language)
We say God created the universe,

and the world we live in,

and every living thing on this earth.

We believe the Creation shows us the power and presence of God,

and makes us want to praise and give thanks to God,

and take good care of the earth God has made.

We are full of joy that across the world

different peoples have their own culture and language,

and that in God we are all united together as one.

We say God is Spirit,

breath of life,

who is always working to bring people to life in God.

We believe the Spirit has been alive and active in every race and culture,

getting hearts and minds ready for the good news:

the good news of God’s love and grace that Jesus Christ revealed.

We are full of joy that from the beginning the Spirit was alive and active,

revealing God through the law, custom and ceremony

of the First Peoples of this ancient land.

We say Jesus is Saviour and Lord,

and that he began the church

and prayed that the church might be together as one.

We believe that in the risen Jesus we are all brothers and sisters in the one great family of God,

and that God calls us to live in faith, hope and love

for the sake of the Kingdom of God here on earth.

We are full of joy that we can learn, grow and serve together

as a pilgrim people

in the name of Christ.

Word of Mission

People of God,

go from here to live out the covenant into which we,

the First and Second Peoples of this land, have entered

with one another.

Confront and challenge injustice wherever you see it.

Act justly yourselves and insist that others do the same.

Rejoice in the richness of our diverse cultures and learn from them.

Celebrate and demonstrate the unity we share in Jesus our Lord.

Commit to worship, witness and serve as one people under God.

2. Resources from St Mary’s College, Ipswich, Queensland
www.stmarys.qld.edu.au
This material may be downloaded, displayed, printed and reproduced in unaltered form for non-commercial use provided that any reproduction acknowledges St Mary’s College as the source and these limitations on its use are clearly indicated.

An Australian Creed

We believe in God, creator and sustainer of life,

creator of the black woman and the white woman

of the black man and the white man

of the woman who is not quite black and not quite white

of the man who is not quite white and not quite black.

We believe in God, the Creator

who gave us the desert pea and the flowering gum,

the Murray cod and the platypus,

the Southern Cross and the Milky Way.

We believe in God,

who gave us a land to keep,

to reverence and to cultivate.

We believe in Jesus, born of a woman

who was not quite black and not quite white,

a woman who was not quite sure of who she was or who she was to be,

a woman who faithfully struggled to believe.

We believe in Jesus – risen,

liberator of all humanity, Emmanuel, God-with-us, God-for-us.

We, women and men of the Great South Land of the Holy Spirit,

believe in the power of the Spirit to set us free to regenerate our land,

to transform our world, to work for peace,

to listen to the loneliness of ‘the drover’s wife’ and the ‘weeping man’.

We believe in the power of the Spirit to transform our dealings with our

sisters and our brothers of other colours and diverse creeds.

3. Resources from the National Council of Churches in Australia
and the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ecumenical Commission
www.ncca.org.au
Permission for the reproduction and use of these resources has been given by the National Council of Churches in Australia and the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ecumenical Commission, provided that the source is acknowledged, including the name of any individual contributor.
Gathering Prayer
God of love,

you are the creator of this land

and of all good things.

Our hope is in you

because you gave your son Jesus

to reconcile the world to you.

We pray for your strength and grace

to forgive, accept and love one another

as you love us

and forgive and accept us

in the sacrifice of your Son.

(Prepared by Wontulp Bi-Buya Indigenous Theology

Working Group) NATSICC 2003

A Prayer for Unity

Creator God,

may the power of

your grace transform us.

Christ, give us courage and hope

to manifest the unity we have in you,

and to share our life with each other and the world.

Holy Spirit, empower us to work for justice

for people and the earth.

God, in your grace, transform the world. Amen.
Prayer for the Journey of Healing
Almighty and loving God, you who created

ALL people in your image, lead us to seek your

compassion as we listen to the stories of our past.

You gave your only Son, Jesus, who died and

rose again so that sins will be forgiven.

We place before you the pain and anguish of

dispossession of land, language, lore, culture

and family kinship that Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people have experienced.

We live in faith that all people will rise from 

the depths of despair and hopelessness.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families 

have endured the pain and loss of loved ones

through the separation of children from their families.

We are sorry and ask your forgiveness.

Touch the hearts of the broken, homeless and

afflicted  and heal their spirits.

In your mercy and compassion walk with us as

we continue our journey of healing to create a

future that is just and equitable.

Lord, you are our hope. Amen

Reconciliation Prayer
Holy Father, God of love,
you are the creator of this land and all good things.

We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history

and the suffering of our peoples

and we ask your forgiveness.

We thank you for the survival of indigenous cultures.

Our hope is in you because

you gave your son Jesus

to reconcile the world to you.

We pray for your strength and grace to forgice,

accept and love one another

as you love us and forgive and accept us

in the sacrifice of your Son.

Give us the courage to

accept the realities of our history

so that we may build a better future for our nation.

Teach us to respect all cultures.

Teach us to care for our land and waters.

Help us to share justly

the resources of this land.

Help us to bring about spiritual and social change

to improve the quality of life

for all groups in our communities,

especially the disadvantaged.

Help our young people to find true dignity

and self-esteem by your Spirit.

May your power and love be the foundations

on which we build our families,

our communities and our nation.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Prepared by the Wontulp Bi-Buya Indigenous Theology 

Working Group, March 1997)
Prayer for this land, Australia
Creator God,

we pray for this land, our culture, our customs.

our languages, our people and our nation.

Gather us together to look after this land

so that the beauty of our mother earth

may be preserved for all future generations.

Jesus, our brother, give us your grace,

to be united in one mind, in one heart and in one action

so that we can continue the journey of reconciliation,

and enable all Australians to work together

in love, peace and joy.

We ask you, God the Holy Spirit.

overshadow us with your presence.

We ask you to guide all people, whether black, white

or yellow, so that we can truly learn and have better

understanding in the knowledge of language and

culture in this land, Australia. Amen.
Bishop Saibo Mabo, Chairperson NATSIEC, 2012
Creator of all things, 
Both seen and unseen. 
Speak to us in your great wisdom. 
Make us strong as we seek 
Your help and guidance. 
Teach us to love all people 
Regardless of race or colour or belief. 
May we listen with great care 
To the heartbeat of this land 
And to its people 
Who cared for it so well 
And for so long. 
May the peace these people and their land 
Have always enjoyed 
Continue to be strengthened and preserved 
By all who wish to come and be part of 
This country and its ‘Ancient Dreaming’. 
(Used with the permission of Elizabeth Pike,1998). 
Creator Spirit, 
All creation once declared your glory, 
Your laws were honoured and trusted, 
Forgive us our neglect as our country approaches 
The most critical moment in its history. 
Listen to our prayer as we turn to you, 
Hear the cry of our land and its people, 
Just as you heard the cry of Jesus, your Son, on the Cross. 
Help us to replace our national shame with true national pride 
By restoring the dignity of our First People whose antiquity is unsurpassed. 
May our faith and trust in you increase. 
Only then will our nation grow strong and be a 
Worthy place for all who wish to make their home in our land. 
Amen. 
(Used with permission of Elizabeth Pike, September 1997, Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, Melbourne). 
Prayers of Intercession
Leader: Loving God, on this day of celebration we acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people throughout Australia. We turn to you in prayer as we commit ourselves to journeying together in the spirit of Faith.

Father, you are good.

All: Lord fill our hearts with Love and Compassion

Leader: We pray for all Leaders in this Great Southern Land, that they may respect and accept the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage, and provide truth, justice, peace, unity and equity for all.

Father you are good.

All: Lord fill our hearts with Love and Compassion

Leader: We ask for your guidance for the youth on their life’s journey, that they come to seek and know you and trust in your love and compassion.

Father you are good.

All: Lord fill our hearts with Love and Compassion

Leader: We pray for all Elders, those who are sick, the dying, the imprisoned, those who are lost and suffering – we ask for your protection, healing and mercy for all.

Father you are good.

All: Lord fill our hearts with Love and Compassion

Leader: Lord thankyou for your Mercy which covers all our Sins and for the love which you wash over us. Please help us to be strong in Faith and to love everyone as you taught us.

Father you are good.

All: Lord fill our hearts with Love and Compassion

Leader: Let us all take a moment’s silence as we pray for our personal intentions to our God.

Father you are good.

All: Lord fill our hearts with Love and Compassion
Leader:  God, our loving Father, you reveal your care and compassion to us through the life, words and deeds of your son Jesus. Grant us the gift of your compassion so that all peoples may enjoy your promise of peace. With humble hearts we make our prayer through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Father Our Creator

You created all things seen and unseen.

Listen to my silent prayers as I stand here before you.

As my weary eyes look back over distant horizons,

Back to those days where my people walked.

The footprints of my Grandfathers are imprinted on the earth,

And the images become real to me.

I see my Grandfathers standing tall and strong,

Warriors of long ago.

I hear them singing,

I see them dancing,

And my spirit moves within me.

They told me of the emus fighting,

And the kangaroos picking up the scent of our hunters.

The images fade away as I feel the hurt of my people.

I can hear the cries of my Grandmothers as they cry for their children.

Grandfather, you can see me as I stand here and feel this hurt.

Father Creator, is this the purpose of my being here,

Or is it your plan to reshape my people

To be once again the proud race it once was?

Let me walk with you and my Grandfathers

Towards the dawning of a proud and new nation.

I thank you for my sacred Being. 

Amen

Prepared by NATSICC Leadership Gathering 1995

Prayer of the Aboriginal People 

Father of all, You gave us the Dreaming, 

You have spoken to us through our beliefs,

You then made your love clear to us in the person of Jesus

We thank you for your care.

You own us, you are our hope.

Make us strong as we face the problems of change.

We ask you to help the people of Australia 

to listen to us and respect our culture.

Make the knowledge of you grow strong in all people,

So that you can be at home in us and we can make a home for everyone in our land.

Amen 

Prepared by Aboriginal people.

For Pope John Paul II’s visit to Alice Springs 1986

Penitential Rite: a rite of water blessing 

It is customary in some areas, when Aboriginal people gather for important ceremonies to use water. Water containers can be a large shell or coolamon and a small branch from an appropriate native tree can be used to sprinkle the water. Please collaborate with your local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander group to ensure this rite of water blessing is appropriate. Alternatively water can be used according to the rite of sprinkling in the Roman Missal.  

Non-Indigenous Congregations 

Reader: Water to the Aboriginal people is always a sign of God’s peace and fulfillment in everything that is good. The promise of food, of harmony with ourselves, and the bush around us.

For congregations with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people present:

Lord, make us feel your invitation to ‘come to the water’. At the very beginning you blessed the water, your great gift to us, and now we ask that your blessing be renewed in this water here today. We ask that through this water blessing we will all be renewed with your love, and protection, and your power to love one another as true Christians. Lord, this truly is a sign of the new life in Christ, which in Baptism we have all received.


We ask this through Jesus the Wise One. Amen.

Extract: Pope John Paul II’s Address to Aboriginal People at Blatherskite Park (29 November 1986) 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ speaks all languages. It esteems and embraces all cultures. It supports them in everything human and, when necessary, it purifies them. Always and everywhere the Gospel uplifts and enriches cultures with the revealed message of a loving and merciful God. 

That Gospel now invites you to become, through and through, Aboriginal Christians. It meets your deepest desires. You do not have to be people divided into two parts, as though an Aboriginal had to borrow the faith and life of Christianity, like a hat or a pair of shoes, from someone else who owns them. Jesus calls you to accept his words and his values into your own culture. To develop in this way will make you more than ever truly Aboriginal. 

The old ways can draw new life and strength from the Gospel. The message of Jesus Christ can lift up your lives to new heights, reinforce all your positive values and add many others, which only the Gospel in its originality proposes. Take this Gospel into your own language and way of speaking; let its spirit penetrate your communities and determine your behaviour towards each other, let it bring new strength to your stories and your ceremonies. Let the Gospel come into your hearts and renew your personal lives. The Church invites you to express the living word of Jesus in ways that speak to your Aboriginal minds and hearts. All over the world people worship God and read his word in their own language, and colour the great signs and symbols of religion with touches of their own traditions. Why should you be different from them in this regard, why should you not be allowed the happiness of being with God and each other in Aboriginal fashion? 

Unjust economic policies are especially damaging to indigenous peoples, young nations and their traditional cultures; and it is the Church's task to help indigenous cultures preserve their identity and maintain their traditions. The Synod strongly encouraged the Holy See to continue its advocacy of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

A special case is that of the Australian Aborigines whose culture struggles to survive. For many thousands of years they have sought to live in harmony with the often harsh environment of their "big country"; but now their identity and culture are gravely threatened. In more recent times, however, their joint efforts to ensure survival and gain justice have begun to bear fruit. There was a saying from Australian bush life heard in the Synod Hall: "If you stay closely united, you are like a tree standing in the middle of a bush-fire sweeping through the timber: the leaves are scorched, the tough bark is scarred and burned, but inside the tree the sap still flows, and under the ground the roots are still strong. Like that tree you have survived the flames, and you have still the power to be born. The time for rebirth is now". The Church will support the cause of all indigenous peoples who seek a just and equitable recognition of their identity and their rights; and the Synod Fathers expressed support for the aspirations of indigenous people for a just solution to the complex question of the alienation of their lands.

Whenever the truth has been suppressed by governments and their agencies or even by Christian communities, the wrongs done to the indigenous peoples need to be honestly acknowledged. The Synod supported the establishment of "Truth Commissions", where these can help resolve historical injustices and bring about reconciliation within the wider community or the nation. The past cannot be undone, but honest recognition of past injustices can lead to measures and attitudes which will help to rectify the damaging effects for both the indigenous community and the wider society.

The Church expresses deep regret and asks forgiveness where her children have been or still are party to these wrongs. Aware of the shameful injustices done to indigenous peoples in Oceania, the Synod Fathers apologized unreservedly for the part played in these by members of the Church, especially where children were forcibly separated from their families. Governments are encouraged to pursue with still greater energy programmes to improve the conditions and the standard of living of indigenous groups in the vital areas of health, education, employment and housing.

